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Tue Prymouta MEETING. 


It will afford satisfaction to those members and 
Mtheir lady friends who derive but a dubious pleasure 
from excurions on steamships, to know that the 
H voyage arranged for August 4th, will be over smooth 
water only. 
™ Any member who has not received his notice of 
meeting is requested to communicate at once with 
™the Hon. Secretary, and any gentlemen who does not 
during the next week receive his copy of the papers 
Wfor discussion should write without delay. It is 


. hoped that no errors have occurred, but a name may 
have escaped inclusion in the list of members and 
™ thus lead to a mistake. 


This year a large number of new members have 
joined the Association. One of the rules requires 


)) payment of subscription anterior to the enjoyment of 


privileges. As Mr. Wragg—the treasurer—will be 
Sat Plymouth, no one need fear the action of this 


YY rule—the subscription may be paid on the first day of 


2, 


4 


4 
a 
= 
q 
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the meeting. 

By the courtesy of the publishers of ‘‘ Plymouth as 
a Tourist and Health Resort,’ we are permitted to 
reproduce some illustrations of the beauties of Ply- 
mouth. We regret that space does not allow us ta 
quote more of the descriptive matter which was com- 
piled by the Medical Officer of Health of the town, 
and is a reliable guide for visitors. 


Tue Counci, MEETING. 


An unusual amount of interesting matter will be 
found in the concluding report of the proceedings of 
last Council meeting. The Walley Memorial Fund 
is now settled, and examiners will shortly be appoint- 
ed to carry out the awarding of the prize. 

On the motion of Mr. J. F. Simpson it was agreed 
to ask the Secretary of State for War to receive a 
deputation who would urge upon him the claims of 
the Army Veterinary officers to be described as all 
other officers are—by mere military title. In case 
the deputation fail to procure a hearing, it was 
decided to appeal by means of a written representa- 
tion of the facts. This was carried unanimously. 


Tue Ex-Presipent. 


We are desired by Mr. Mason to offer his grateful 
thanks to the members of the profession for the very 
widely expressed sympathy which has reached him 
from all quarters in his bereavement, and to express 
his regret that it will be quite impossible for him to 
write and thank everyone personally. 


WHAT THE A.V.D. “REALLY” WANTS. 


1. We want to obtain promotion in due time, com- 
paring our service with all other branches of the: 
Army, and taking into consideration the fact that 
many of us serve an apprenticeship in our profession, 
beyond our 4 years’ course This means we should 
be majors in 15 or 16 years and lieutenant colonels: 
by 22 to 24 years. Our D.V.O. should have the 
rank of colonel, and the D.G. of a major general. 

2. We want a passage to and from India free for 
ourselves, wives and families when going to or re- 
turning from a tour of service. 

8. The pay of the young officer under 5 years service- 
in India should be at least 450 rupees. At present 
he is at a loss if serving in India during his first 5. 
years. 

4. The pensions require a thorough revision, and 
should not be increased for the senior ranks at the 
expense of more junior. We only ask for a fair 
pension in comparison with what is given in other 
branches of the service. 


There are some other items of a secondary 
character, such as the title. As far as I can find out 
on enquiry of men now serving, they have no wish 
to be thought of or styled in any way which will lead 
others to think them belonging to any other pro- 
fession than the veterinary profession. 

We claim to be veterinary surgeons practising in 
the Army, and the authorities may call us by any 
title they like, which is not derogatory to our pro- 
fession and status. 

The dual control as now obtains is constantly a 
source of annoyance to us, but this, like the title, is. 
a matter of time, and will disappear. 

Finally, we ask for the increase in rank and pen- 
sion on our merits. We have no wish to claim any- 
thing because the R.A.M.C. have obtained it. We 
only want what is fair and our due. 

In conclusion, might I appeal to the profession, 
beyond what is being done for us by individual 
members of council, for a few words at the opening 
addresses in October next. The speeches made then 
are reported in the public press, and our appeal would 
so get beyond the profession. A few judicious words 
at the opening addresses from all the schools, showing 
the profession is unanimous in its opinion, that re- 
dress is not only due, but desirable for the well- 
being and future of the A.V.D. would do more for us. 
than any amount of letters. 

Rank anp Fixe, A.V.D. 
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Royal College ot 
Veterinary Surgeons. 


(Continued from p. 39). 
Memoria PRIZE. 


Mr. MuLveEy read the report of the Committee appointed 
to consider the recommendations for the Walley Memorial 
Prize, and the draft regulations, and moved its 
adoption. 

The following are the draft regulations:— 


1. The examination is open to students of any 
veterinary college in the United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Ireland now or hereafter affiliated to the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, for education in 
veterinary science, who shall have subsequent to the 
immediate preceding month of October passed the Class 
C, or third examination under the present four years 
course. 

2. Candidates intending to compete for this prize must 
send notice of their intention to the Secretary of the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons within one month 
after having passed the qualifying examination. _ 

3. The subjects shall be pathology, mteria medica, and 
hygiene. 

4. The examination shall be wholly a written one. 
The time allowed for each of the three subjects of 
examinstion shall be not less than two hours. 

5. An examination shall be held simultaneously in 
London and Edinburgh, and also in Dublin in the 
event of a veterinary college being established in 
Ireland. 

6. The examination may be held at such times and in 
such places in London, Edinburgh, and Dublin as the 
Council shall from time to time appoint. 

7. The President of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons or a delegated member of the Council 
shall attend and act as chairman of the Board of 
Examiners. 

8. No communication shall be made by the Examiners 
of anything that takes place at the examination, &xcept 
by writing to the Council. 

9. The marks shall be a maximum of 100 in each sub- 
ject, and an aggregate of ......... per cent. shall be ob- 
tained. Failure to obtain ......... per cent. in any one 
subject will disqualify. 

10, In view of our examination, the Secretary shall 
apply to the examiners for questions which shall then be 
printed and distributed to the candidates at the examina- 
tion. There shall be six questions in each subject, four 
of which must be attempted. 

11. The examiners shall place against each answer the 
number of marks awarded. 

12. Passage of papers, reference to books or documents, 
talking or copying, will entail immediate dismissal from 
examination, 

13. At the next Council meeting after these regula- 
lations are adopted and subsequently at the same time as 
the examiners for the College examinations are elected, 
and subject to the same conditions, the Council shall ap- 

int a special Conrt of Examiners consisting of 
Members for the purpose of examining candidates for 
this prize. 

14, Every member of the Court of Examiners shall be 
entitled to such fees as shall from time to time be fixed 
by the Council. 

15 No fee is to be paid by any student competing for 
the prize. 


_ Prof. McFapyean: Is it not rather superfluous to put 
in that the passage of papers and communication between 
candidates and so on would disqualify? [ move as an 
amendment that the words, “ passage of papers, 


reference to books or documents, talking or copying, will 
entail immediate dismissal from examination,” be 

leted. 
verte amendment was lost. The motion for the adoption 
of the Report was then put and carried. : 

Mr. Mutvey: When do you propose to carry this 
out 

The Presmpent: Is there no suggestion from the 
Committee ? 

Mr, Mutvey: No. | 

Mr. THatcHeER (solicitor): The examiners will be ap- 
pointed at the next meeting. 


PARLIAMENTARY COMMITTEE. 


The Secretary read the report of the Parliamentary 
Committee which stated that the Solicitor had reported 
with reference to the Companies Bill that the clause 
prohibiting medical professions | beingjadopted by com- 
panies was incorporated, but without the words “ Veteri- 
nary Surgeons.” A circular had been addressed on the 
subject to every Member of the House of Lords and 
favourable replies had been received. The Medical 
Professions’ Bill was still pending, but there seemed no 

robability of either Bill passing into law that Session. 
The Committee also reported that proposed Standing 
Orders had been settled by the Committee, and drafts 
of them were distributed to the Members of the Council 
for consideration. : 

Mr Core: I may state that these proposed Standing 
Orders are presented to the Council for consideration 
and it is suggested that they be suspended for a period 
of three months for consideration. 

Mr. MuLvey seconded the proposition which was 
agreed to. : 

Mr. Cope then proposed the adoption of the report 
which was seconded by Mr. Mulvey, and carried. 


FELLOWsHIP EXAMINATION. 


The Secrevary read a letter from Dr. Fleming report- 
ing that at the examinatiog for Fellowship Degree, held 
in Edinburgh on May 20th, only one candidate offered 
himself, but he failed to satisfy the examiners in his 
answers to questions and was rejected. 


Report or Court or EXAMINERS. 


The SecRETARY read the reports from the Court of 
Examiners in Scotland, from which the following figures 
are taken. Inclass A 35 students were examined of 
which in Glasgow 5 passed, 1 with first class honours, 
and 1 with second class honours, and 2 were rejected ; 
and in Edinburgh 12 passed, 5 with second class honours 
and 16 were rejected. In class B in Glasgow 2 three- 
years students presented themselves and were rejected ; 
7 four-years students presented themselves and all 
passed, 2 with first class honours and 4 with second 
class honours. In Edinburgh 6 three-years students 
were examined of which 4 passed, 1 receiving second- 
class honours. Of four-years students 34 were examined, 
29 passed, 4 with first class honours and 11 with second- 
class honours. In class C 4 three-years students were 
examined in Glasgow, of which 2 passed. In.Edinburgh 
7 apppeared for examination and 5 passed. In class D 
31 students were examined of which 24 passed and 7 
were rejected, 3 passed with honours. 

Mr. TricGeR : I beg to move “ That the letters be re- 
ferred to the Examination Committee as usual. 

Mr. Warrnasy : I should like to say that I attended 
the written examination in Glasgow as a delegate from 
this Council and in my opinion that examination was 
conducted in every way satisfactorily. There were at 
that time only about 30 students, but if at any time it 
should happen there are 45 or more I have very great 
doubts whether the room is large enough to prevent 
the men sitting so close to each other as to be able to 
copy. 
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Mr. BaRrRETT seconded the motion referring the letters 
to the Examination Committee. 

Prof. Dewar : I wish to ask that the Secretary of the 
Board in Scotland be written to ask whether these ex- 
aminations were conducted in accordance with the bye- 
laws ; I mean whether the consulting of the examiners 
together at the end of the examinations before the marks 
of the students were made up, was according to the bye- 
laws and regulations of the College. It is better to get 
the facts direct from them. 

Prof. W. O. Wiii1AMs : I believe you asked, sir, for 
remarks on this subject, and I venture to make one little 
remarks, viz., that it might be taken into consideration 
by this Council at some future date that instead of 
appointing two examiners for a subject they might 
appoint three, two to examine and one to be a reserve 
examiner. The reserve examiner might be employed 
once a year so as to get into the way of examining. It 
is a very serious thing indeed for teachers and students 
when both examiners are unable to be present and two 
totally strange men are present, not only strange to the 
Board, but strange tu the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons, strange to the teachers and strange to the 
students, it is a very serious thing indeed. I may point 
out that it has occurred, and that at this last examina- 
tion two of the regular examiners did not appear and two 
substitutes had to appear, which, of course, rather inter- 
fered with the chances both of the teachers and of the 
students. 

The PrestpENT: There is a suggestion to the com- 
mittee ? 

Prof. W. O. : Yes. 

Mr. Mason : In answer to Prof. Williams, I may say 
that it was my duty. 

Prof. McFapyEan : I rise to a point of order. Is not 
this discussion opposed to the spirit of the resolution ? 

The Prestpenr: I asked for suggestions, and the 
members of the Council are giving them. 

Mr. Triccer: I moved a resolution that the reports 
should be referred to the Examination Committee, but 
until that is defeated or an amendment moved we can 
only vote “ Yes” or “ No,’ 

The PrestpEnt : I think the Examination Committee 
would be very pleased of suggestions from the Council. 

Prof. McFapyEaN: I am afraid, sir, you have not 
apprehended my point. I wish to know if we are in 
order in instituting and carrying on a general discussion 
on these reports in view of the fact that they have been 
referred to the Examination Committee. 

‘The PrestpENT: Very well, [ will put the resolution 
moved by Mr. Trigger and seconded by Mr. Barrett. 

_ Mr. Srupson : Of course there should be no hesita- 
tion on the part of the members of the Council in adopt- 
ing these reports or the proposition which has been put 
before you by Mr. Trigger that they be referred to the 
committee. I have to point out with reference to an 
incident referred to in Mr. Rutherford’s report, that it 
was a purely accidental thing as will be borne out by the 
ex-president Mr. Mason, and a full explanation was 
given of the matter to the President. It was proved be- 
yond doubt, and to the satisfaction of the examiner, who 
felt aggrieved probably at the time, that the whole thing 
was a pure accident. 

The PresmpENT then submitted the resolution “That 
the reports of the examiners be referred to the Examina- 
tion Committee,” which was agreed to. 


ELECTION OF COMMITTEES. 


Mr. TricGEer : There has been no change in the con- 
stitution of the Council this year except that Professor 
McCall takes the place of Mr. Beddard. I beg to move, 
therefore, “That the committees be reappointed, Mr. 
Mason being added to the Registration, Finance, and 


Parliamentary Committees, and Prof. McCall take the 
place of Mr. Beddard on such committees as Mr. Beddard 
was on.” 

Mr. Mason: I have a letter from Mr. Allen asking 
particularly to be put on the Examination Committee. 

Mr. TRIGGER : ¢ am quite willing toadd him to my 
resolution. It will save time, and I move that Mr. Allen 
be added to the Examination Committee and Mr. Hart- 
ley to the Registration Committee. 

Mr. Lawson seconded the motion. 

Mr. Evpuick : I beg to move as an amendment “ That 
the gentlemen who act on the Registration Committee 
should not act upon the Examination Committee.” When 
the committees are meeting we have a great deal of 
friction and unpleasantness, and gentlemen cannot 
attend both committee meetings. 

The amendment was not seconded, and on the motion 
being put for the reappointment of the committees it was. 
carried, and the following were appointed. 


COMMITTEES FOR THE YEAR 1899-1900. 


President and Member of all Committees. 
Mr. J. FRASER. 


REGISTRATION COMMITTEE. 


Mr. Abson Prof. Mei. McCall 
Barrett Prof. MeCall 
Bower Mr. Mulvey 
Carter Prof. Penberthy 
Dollar » Pritchard 

Prof. Edgar Mr. Simpson 

Mr. Elphick Trigger 
Hartley Wartnab 
Lawson Prof. W. O. Williams 
Mason Mr. Wragg 

EXAMINATION CoMMITTEE 

Mr. Allen Prof. McCall 
Barrett Mr. Mulvey 
Cope Prof. Penberthy 

Prof. Dewar » Pritchard 

Col. F. Duck » Shave 

Prof. Edgar Mr. Simpson 

Col. J. D. Lambert Villar 

Mr. Locke Prof. W. O. Williams 

Prof. J. McFadyean Mr. Wragg 

Mel. McCall 


” 


PARLIAMENTARY AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE. 


Mr. Allen | Prof. McFadyean 
Barrett Mr. Mulvey 
Bower Prof. Penberthy 
Cope » Shave 

Col. F. Duck Mr. Simpson 

Mr. Dollar Trigger 

Prof. Edgar Villar 

Mr. Hartley Wartnaby 
Mason Prof. W. O. Williams 

Prof. McCall Mr. Wragg 

» Mel. McCall 
Frnance CoMMITTEEF. 

Mr. Allen Mr. Mulvey 
Abson Prof. Penberthy 
Barrett » Shave 
Bower Mr. Simpson 
Dollar Trigger 

Prof. Edgar Villar 

Mr. Lawson Wartnaby 
Locke Wragg 
Mason 
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Liprary AND Museum CoMMITTEE. interests of the Army veterinary surgeons as it 1s to 

Mr. Alle | Mr. Hartley guard the interests of any body of civilian practi- 
a B 8 tt | Prof McFadyean tioners who may_be unfavourably affected by want of 
ean Mr Mulvey proper recognition. Now, gentlemen, on the last 
Carter Prot. Penberthy occasion it was said: “ Better wait. Gentlemen, I 
Co 5 Shave withdrew my resolution and we. have “ waited, and 
Dollar | Wragg with what result? ‘The question since our last meeting 
Prof. Ed eg has been put to the responsible minister in the House. 
salina ie | Does the Minister of War or does the War Office (I for- 
PUBLICATION COMMITTEE. get which it was now) see its way to abolish the pretix 

Mr. Barrett | Mr. Mulvey “veterinary” to military titles? The answer was dis- 
Dollar _ Prof. Penberthy tinctly given that the matter had been fully considered, 
Prof. Edgar Mr. Simpson and that the concession, or rather the — as I may put 
» MeCall » Villar it, which we asked for had been refused. Gentlemen, it 

»» Mel. McCall Prof. W. O. Williams has been refused on two occasions when the subject has 

» MeFadyean | Mr. Wragg been brought before the proper authorities in that way. 

. Now the question comes: Are we to adopt another 

ELECTION oF AUDITORS. course in order to bring this subject more prominently 

Mr. Wrace : I beg to move that the auditors Messrs. | before those in authority at the War Office? And at 
Warner and Woodger be re-elected. this stage let me say that I deprecate anything like the 


Mr. Anson seconded the motion, which was agreed to. | putting of obstacles in the way of the War Office. I say 
. that there is a legitimate and a proper way of doing the 
Motion BY Mr. J. F. Stmpson. work, and I propose to lay it before you. This Council 
Mr. J. F. Sempson : L rise to bring before the Coun- | has always done its work in that way, and what has been 
cil a subject which has been referred to by me on a pre-| the result? We have always got what we asked for. 
vious occasion. It will be within your recollection that | When other methods have been adopted we have failed. 
I introduced this subject at the last meeting of the | Therefore, [say, let us dismiss from our minds anything 
Council. The attendance at the Council on the occasion | like coersion, the boycotting which was referred to, when 
when I introduced the subject was small, and in view | the Army Medical Department were seeking to obtain 
of what appeared to me to be the fact that the subject | what Task you now to seek for our Army brethren. I 
had not received the full consideration of all the mem- ! say let us dismiss all thought of it, and let us go to work 
bers of the Council, | asked permission to withdraw my | in a proper and constitutional way. Let me remind you, 
motion, but on the distinct understanding that I should | gentlemen, of some of the things which we have taken 
have the opportunity of bringing it forward again at an | under our care, and which we have succeeded in obtain- 
early date. Sir, very much has been recently said on the | ing for the benefit of ourselves and other members of 
subject in our veterinary journals, in the lay press, the | our profession. It is all very well to say “ wait,” but 
ordinary press, in the Army press, the Navy press, the | there is an old saying that “ Providence helps those who 
Court circular, and all such papers, papers of no mean | help themselves,” and you, I unhesitatingly say, will 
standing, papers which voice the opinions of those in | sit a long time before you will have someone so interes- 
high authority, and the opinions of those who are com- | ted in you that they will come to you and say as a body 
yetent to express an opinion. Now, sir. reference has | “Surely you want this, surely you want that, will not 
been made in one of these articles erroneously, though | you let us do it for you?” No, gentlemen. Were our 
it has been corrected since, that the Veterinary Depart- | Charters obtained in that way? Let me take you back as 
ments are agitating. I wish distinctly to say, as I said far as that. Did somebody come to those good men and 
at the last meeting, that | have never had a single word | true who obtained our chartersfor us and say, “ You ought 
in the way of correspondence from, nor have [ addressed | to have this?” Take our Act of Parliament. Was it a 
ri of | act on the part of Parliament to give usan Act 
e subject. | for our protection No, gentlemen. lt is to such men 
irmy y Department, therefore, may be | as General Sir Frederick Fitzwygram, Dr. Fleming and 
exonerated from having in any way taken any part in| many others who were taking an active part in the ro- 
what has been-very erroneously called agitation. Gen- | fession at that time that we owe our sre in obtain 
tlemen, | will read to you, if you will allow me, the | our Act of Parli: au “ye 
4. ct of Parliament. Why? Because we, as a 
opinion expressed in The Court Cireudlar. Tt says: | Council, showed to Parlirment and to the public that it 
“There is no agitation on the part of veterinary officers | was necessary and that it was only : ; gniti 
in the Army, although such would almost appear to be | of our profession. Gentlemen 4 ‘hove eral - 
the case from statements which have recently been pub- | doubtless, the fact that a Pre Seat f the B nani f At ? 
lished. ‘Those officers are labouring under a sense of | cnlture Mr Gardner D 
wrong, but they do not forget the soldier-like conduct | ment at the Board of Agric It oe Wah oe ne 
and discipline for which they have always been conspicu- | you again without askin it? N 
that is the character which the | to work to get the thet 
Te acer has been guilty of very made very calmand proper representation 
is not my desire to ask, and [ hope you will not consi ly 7 = 5 #4 oard of Agriculture, and you got 
yehall of those who cannot sped Vs am | : ‘ 
positions in the Army, and it must be known not only | limited that the 
to them but to many others who sit round this table that | was“ trine-w ey even ¢ ristened themselves, I think it 
they cannot act in the A thei adv: ripe-washers. Gentlemen, when a proper  re- 
y car the Army for their own advancement, | presentation f Y 1 cs fs 
as civilians can act for them. Gentlemen, this Royal | th B Mat oun, this Council was made to the head of 
of | of Agriculture, what was the result? You got 
are now and always will be the guardians of the veterin- | of th pete asked for. The duties and the responsibities 
ary profession, whether they be members of the Army | one and will any 
Veterinary Department, or whether they be si y IF “gd nat that was not a step in the right direction ? 
simply ; Much as [ believe that Mr. Long is in sympathy with the 
y protession I question whether even he would 


civilians, and it is as much our duty to guard the! veterinar 
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have thought to suggest to you that you ought to have 
greater powers and responsibilities. Gentlemen, what 
have you done just recently ? Take the Lord Chancellor’s 
Bill, this Companies Amendment Bill. There the Lord 
Chancellor left out the profession of veterinary surgery. 
Gentlemen, did you sit down quietly, and say, “It is the 
wish of the Lord Chancellor that we should be ex- 
cluded?” What did you do in the interest of civilian 
practitioners? You represented to the Lord Chancellor 
that the veterinary profession ought to be included. And 
what is the result? That profession will be included. 
Take the Public Health (Scotland) Act. Gentlemen, 
there, was the veterinary surgeon ever placed in a more 
undignified and improper position than when that Bill 
was first drafted? Did you say, “ It is the pleasure of 
Lord Balfour of Burleigh that veterinary surgeons should 
be excluded and that only the medical profession should 
be recognised in that Bill. No, gentleman, you saw at 
once that an injustice was going to be done to the pro- 
fession. What did youdo? You asked me in the first 
place to go and interview Lord Balfour of Burleigh, and 
you subsequently sent a deputation headed by Mr. 
Trigger to make further representations to him. What 
was the result ? You have got what you asked for. Now, 
gentleman, what have you done evento day? Youknow 
that veterinary surgeons have been excluded from acting 
as veterinary officers in Yeomanry regiments. What did 
you do at the last meeting? You recognised that the 
veterinary surgeon was not placed in his proper position, 
and you petitioned the War Office to alter it. What has 
been done, gentlemen? You have heard the letter read 
to-day from the War Office, and the War Office grants 
you everything you asked for. Why have all these con- 
cessions been made? I say because those in authority 
recognise that we desire them, and I say it is but for you 
to-day to pass this resolution that I submit to you, and 
to ask the Secretary for War to receive either a deputa- 
tion or a communication from this Council, and I ven- 
ture to say that one or the other will be acceded to, and 
that you will have gone a long way towards the obtain- 
ing of what I believe is in the heart, althcugh it cannot 
be in the mouth, of every officer of the Veterinary De- 
partment. It cannot be in his mouth because he very 
rem yd is under military discipline, and it would be 

ighly improper for him to say one word on the subject 
either for or against. Just cast your mind’s eye back to 
what you have had the opportunity of reading, and say, 
if you can, what reason, what earthly reason, there can 
be for the army veterinary surgeon to be one of an 
ear-inarked department—for that, in fact, is the case. 
There is not a non-combatant department in the Army 
that does not have proper military recognition by reason 
of the title assigned to him except—and there is the rub 
—except the Veterinary Department. Now, gentlemen, 
do you, as the governing body of this College, think you 
will be acting rightly in allowing this state of affairs to 
exist without, at any rate, saying to tke Minister of War, 
“ Will you receive a statement from us in which we pro- 
pose to lay before you the claims of the veterinary officers | 
of the Army and the Army Veterinary Department ?” 
Gentlemen, that is a question for you to decide. I pnt 
it to you that very much depends upon the action that 
you take to-day, and how you deal with this subject. 
And if there should be-—although I very much doubt 
whether there can be—any around me who fail to re- 
cognise what I mean by the non-combatant departments 
of the Army, I say your brother veterinary surgeon in the 
Army is not allowed to call himself a Captain unless he 
puts the prefix before it. But the schoolmaster is, the 
paymaster is, and other departments which I might 
mention. Gentlemen, it has been said by some, 
erroneonsly, aud I am glad to know that some have ac- 
knowledged the mistake they have made in supposing 


that it was the case. that the Army Veterinary Surgeons 
are ashamed of their veterinary title. Imagine, gentle- 


men, a man who has once entered the veterinary pro- 
fession, and more particularly a man who has entered 
the Army Veterinary Department, being ashamed of the 
word “veterinary” in front of his name. It is simply 
too ridiculons and hardly worthy of a moment’s con- 
sideration. I say that there is not a man in the A.V.D. 
who is not proud of the position that he holds as a 
veterinary surgeon. Besides which, he is not dissociating 
himself from the Army Veterinary Department, even if 
the prefix is abolished. He will still be Capt. Thomson, 
A.V.D., as much as ever he was before. Therefore, 
where does the shame come in? I say not only is he not 
ashamed of it, but he is proud of it, and he claims, and 
very rightly claims, to be put on a level with other 
ofticers with whom he has to associate and whom he has 
ta call his comrades. Something has been said about. 
“ What’s in a title?” Iam sorry to make this lengthy 
speech, but it is necessary because it is my only 
opportunity. 

The PRESIDENT : | am sorry to interrupt you. I have 
a long list of resolutions here, and I am sure this Council 
is with you. 

Mr. Stmpson: I can assure you, Mr. President, I 
- curtailing my speech as much as possible, and I will 

0 so. 

Mr. Asson : The Couucil is with you, sir. 

Mr. Srwpson: I am glad of that. I have so many 
papers to refer to that perhaps you will bear with me 
a moment while I get them into order. Now, sir, 
some have said, “ What does it matter what title you 
hold in the Army? You are a veterinary surgeon, and 
there is an end of it.” Gentlemen, as you know, Lord 
Lansdowne is the Minister for War. Hear what Lord 
Lansdowne has to say in regard to title. Lord Lans- 
downe says, “It has been sometimes said, What does 
rank matter? Is not the title of “ Dr.” and “ {Surgeon ” 
by itself to be regarded as a title that anyone should be 
proud to wear without further adjuncts. “I think,” 
says Lord Lansdowne, “that in the Army rank is the 
outward visible sign of condsideration and authurity, 
and that it is necessary in the military profession that 
the man should have a military stamp to distinguish 
him and secure him his proper place among his com- 
rades.” Gentlemen, they are words from a _ high 
authority. Now, gentlemen, I do not want to attribute 
the scarcity of candidates for the A.V.D. to the fact that 
the veterinary surgeon is not treated on an equality 
with his brother officers by the War Office. He is 
by his brother’ officers, but not by the War 
Office. But it is neverthelessa fact that there is a great 
dearth of candidates for the Army. I merelv refer to 
that fact, and I do not propose to refer to it in detail 
unless my statement is challenged, when I shall do so. 
Gentlemen, feeling that I am indebted to you for the 
long time that you have allowed me to speak upon this 
subject, I will not say more. I shall claim, of course, 
Mr. President, my right to reply to any remarks that 
may be made upon the subject, and I conclude by 
asking the Members of this Council to vote for the reso- 
lution which I formally move, viz. . “That a deputation 
be appointed from this Royal College to wait upon the 
Secretary of State for War, for the purpose of laying be- 
fore him the claims of the Officers of the Army Veterinary 
Department to have the prefix removed from their 
military titles, and so place them on the same footing 
in this respect with the officers of the Royal Army 
Medical Corps, and other non-combatant departments 
of the Army. That in the event of the Secretary of 
State for War not seeing his way to receive a deputation, 
a committee of five members of the Council be appointed 
to draw up and forward to the War Office « full repre- 
sentation of the facts of the case.” 

Prof. PeNBERTHY seconded the motion. 

Mr. Moutvey: I simply rise to support the resolution 
and to say that Mr. Simpson has made out so clear a 
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case, and has soclearly and it that it 
is unnecessary for me to add anything at all. : 

The resolution was then put and carried unani- 

mously. 
Prof W. O. Witias : I beg to propose that a Com- 
mittee be now appointed in case the Secretary of War 
declines to receive the deputation, so that we can get on 
with the business. ; 

Mr. Locke: We must appoint the deputation first. 

The PrestpENT : Professor Williams’ is a good sug- 

stion. We had better appoint a deputation and a 

Jommittee. It is usual for the proposer to nominate the 
deputation. 

Mr. Simpson : Well, sir, I propose that the President 
be one, and as you have intimated, itis usual thing for 
the proposer and seconder to form part of the deputa- 
tion, and I propose also Mr. Mason, inasmuch as he has 
had some military experience. 

The Presipent : To act as a deputation. 

Mr. Expnick: To act as a deputation and Com- 
mittee. 

Mr. Simpson : Both as a deputation and committee. 
I will nominate five. As Mr. Wragg was the seconder of 
this proposition when it proved abortive on the last 
oceasion [I should like to include him ; that is, the 
President, the Proposer and Seconder, Mr. Wragg, and 
Mr. Mason. 

The resolution was then carried unanimously. 


Oprruary List. 
The Secretary read the obituary list. 
Re Accounts. 


Mr. Wrage: It will be within your recollection, sir, 
I am sure, and the recollection of those members of 
the Council who were present at the annual meeting, 
that Mr. Anderson made some remarks about the Solici- 
tor’s accounts, and I then answered him and said that I 
would ask the Council if they would allow him to see the 
accounts, and I do so now. 

The Prestpent: You ask permission ? 

Mr. Wraae : I ask permission. f 

Mr. Mason: Certainly this is creating a saints 
It is laid down in our bye-laws that nobody but the 
President and members of Council shall have anything 
to do with our books. I object strongly to casiaie out- 
side this Council having anything to do with what I 
may call our office. 

Mr. Asson : The request is quite uncalled for on Mr. 
Anderson’s part. 

Mr. Mutvey : Quite uncalled for. 

Mr. Asson : I do not think we ought to grant it. 

Mr. Hartvey: I beg to second the request. 

Mr. Wracc: It is not a proposition and I do not 
move it. I should be very sorry to move it. I should 
have been very much surprised if the Council had granted 
it, but I said at the annual meeting [ would ask, and I 
have asked. 

Mr. Asson : We will not grant it, sir. 

The Prestpent No. 


SPECIAL MEETING. 
A special meeting was then held for the purpose of con- 


sidering certain notices of motion placed on the agenda 
paper by various members of the Council. Mr. J. 
Fraser again presided, and the members present were 
the same as at the quarterly meeting. 

The first motion was by Professor McFadyean, and as 
he considered the agenda paper contained a number of 
proposed alterations of bye-laws, doubtless involving 
considerable discussion, he contented himself with 
formally moving the resolution, reserving to himself the 
— to reply upon the discussion. He therefore moved: 

hat at the ey wating held in July in each 


year the Council shall fix the dates of the membership 


examinations to be held during the following December, 
May, and July, and the dates of the quarterly meetings 
of Council to be held during the following October, 
January, April, and July.” : 

Mr. Mutvey seconded the motion. 

Professor Wituiams: I rise to support Professor 
M’Fadyean’s motion. But Iam rather afraid that if it 
is passed to-day it will not come into operation until 
next July. I presume we have held the usual quarterly 
meeting for July ? 

Prof. M’FapyEan : I am afraid that is so. 

Prof. Witi1ams: I am afraid so. Could not Pro- 
fessor M’Fadyean get the consent of the Council to make 
the fixture to-day. 

Prof. M’Fapyean : That, I think, would be bound to 
come as a separate motion, and if Professor Williams 
would move it I would strongly support it. I think it is 
important that our business should be arranged a little 
time in advance, but like Professor Williams I forsee in 
the event of this being passed the alteration requires 
confirmation, but I do not know whether there is any- 
thing to forbid the Council on this occasion fixing these 
dates. 

The resolution was then put and carried. 

Mr. Asson: Can we not fixdatesnow? 

Prof. M’FapygaN : I should like to ask, sir, if you 
have decided that it would be beyond the power of this 
Council to give effect to what is obviously the general 
feeling of the Council if once put ? 

The PrestpENtT : I think we had better follow the 
usual course in things of this kind. 

Prof. WiLt1AMs: May I ask, Mr. President, if it is in 
order for me to give notice of motion that these dates 
for the forthcoming year be decided at the October 
meeting. 

The a : That is in order. 

Mr. Asson : That will do as well. 


Morion sy Mr. 


The PrestpEnt : As Prof. M’Fadyean’s resolution has 
been carried, yours, Mr. Elphick, is hardly necessary ; 
you had better perhaps withdraw it. 

Mr. Evpuick : As the resolution by Professor M’Fad- 
yean es covers the ground of the one standing in my 
name, with your permission I will withdraw mine. 

The Council consented to the following motion in Mr. 
Elphick’s name being withdrawn: “To alter bye-law 7 
as follows :—“To erase in line 4 the word ‘ President’, 
and to substitute the word ‘Council,’ and to add the 
following words : ‘ At the quarterly meeting held in July 
in each year,” the bye-law to read as follow: “7. In 
addition to such meeting, four meetings, at the least, of 
the Council shall be holden during each year in the 
months of July, October, January, and April; and on 
such days and times in those months as the Council 
shall appoint at the Quarterly meeting held in July in 
each year.” 

Motion By Proressor Dewar. 


Professor Dewar! I am very pleased to observe the 
way in which the business of the meeting is going on, 
and I hope it will continue. The motion which I rise to 

ropose is :— 

“That Bye-law 52 be altered as follows: ‘That 
students who enter the Veterinary Schools shall, prior 
to their first professional examination by the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons, produce a certificate 
which would have entitled the holder to be registered as 
a medical student on June 30th, 1896, and a certificate 
of having passed an examination equivalent to an 
examination the certificate of which would have been 
accepted then shall be accepted until this Bye-law is 
or revoked.’” 

The reason for my bringing forward this motion is 
that the General Medical Council considered that the 
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examinations al] over the Kingdom would be on an 
equality. The Council did not — for any alteration 
or change that might take place. The Bye-law was 
passed in all good faith. But one cannot expect that 
things are going to stand still, and we must also move 
with the times. We find that the General Medical 
Council have raised the standard of the examinations re- 

uired for the registration of medical students, and that 

e only examination that our students have been in the 
habit of passing for many years in Scotland is the 
examination of the Educational Institute. This 
examination has been arranged to suit the require- 
ments of the General Medical Council. The examination 
taken by the majority of the students in England hap- 

ns to be the examination of the College of Preceptors. 

he Examination of the College of Preceptors is not 
required to be raised, in so far as the General Medical 
Council simply expects that the students will pass in a 
higher standard. The examination is first in the same 
standard, and the students can pass in the examination 
and obtain certificates such as were accepted in 1896. I 
have not the slightest doubt that this Council, when 
they see there is that unfairness in it, will see that the 
matter is remedied. I do not think it requires any 
further explanation from me, and I may say that that is 
the reason for suggesting the chauge which I have pro- 
I am sure that every one here will see that 
there is a necessity for that, that the examinations 
ee equal. I beg to move this alteration of Bye- 
aw. 

Mr. Asson: Has nota similar alteration of Bye-law 
been proposed before ? 

_Mr. Srmpson: It is a subject which wants con- 
sideration and formulating, but by way of formality I 
second it. 

Mr. Asson : Has not a similar notice of motion for 
alteration of bye-law been proposed before by Prof. 
Dewar ? ° 

Prof. Dewar: Not a similar motion, but the same 
bye-law has been altered. 

Prof. McFapyean : I should like to be allowed to ex- 
plain the effect of passing this bye-law. I am, of course, 
subject to ecrrection by Prof. Dewar if I mislead this 
Council. If this alteration commends itself to the 
Council, then there will be instituted for the first time 
a special examination for veterinary students. It would 
compel the Council, assuming that they were satisfied 
that the special examination carried out by the 
Educational Institute of Scotlaad was of a similar grade 
to the examination which they have conducted in the 
past, to accept that certificate although held only for 
veterinary students. Now, it might > said, if they 
were satisfied that the examination was of the same 
grade, there is no reason why we shculd not accept it, 
although only veterinary students sat at the examina- 
tion. But I think the Council will see that it is a 
certain guarantee that the standard of the examination 
is kept up when other students than veterinary students 
are examined at the same time, and on absolutely the 
same papers. We have not at the present time any 
special examination for veterinary alan We have a 
large number of exam%nations at which intending 
veterinary students can submit themselves. Take, for 
example, the —— of Preceptors examinations, for 
which many intending veterinary students sit. They 
never get a special examination ; they have to sit at one 
of the ordinary examinations. They have to answer 
precisely the same questions as vther candidates, and 
they have to take the same proportion of marks. I think 
that in a certain measure reassures this Council that the 
standard of the examinations is being kept up. But we 
know—and I think it is quite a legitimate thing to re- 
mind the Council of it--that this Educational Institute 
of Scotland, or certain officers of it, have upon former 
occasions asserted that the standard we have set up is 


ridiculously high. (No). I say that an officer of the 
Educational Institute of Scotland did express the 
opinion that the standard we have set up was ridiculously 
high. We are now going to hand over to that body, if 
this is d, power to examine our students ; then I 
foresee that there will be endless discussion around this. 
Council table as to what isa certificate of having passed 
an eXamination equivalent to an examination, the 
certiticate of which would have been accepted. It would 
almost require the powers of an American lawyer to 
know precisely what that means. But, at any rate, we 
would have presented to us particular certificates that 
are not included in our list, and we would be asked to 
accept them as equivalent to certificates that we had 
accepted. Now I think that is not the proper solution 
of the difficulty. I think if itis an inconvenience to the 
Scotch Schools, and if the Educational Institute 
eXamination is no longer one available for them, then 
they must fall back upon one of the other examinations 
of which a considerable number are left, and they can 
even arrange that one of the English bodies—the College 
of Preceptors, fur example —shall examine their students. 
But if, in spite of the objections to this alteration, the 
Council feel inclined to pass it, then I think it would be 
better that the Council should arrange to take the 
examination into its own hand, and carry out simul- 
taneonsly in England and Scotland a special examina- 
tion, but I think the best thing is to leave things as they 
are. 

Prof. Wrii1aMs : I might state, sir, with your permis- 
sion, that a number of years ago the Council of the 
Royal College of Veterinary surgeons determined to 
raise the standard ot the preliminary examination, andin 
doing so they selected « large number of bodies whose 
certificates they would accept. We did this for the pur- 
pose of placing ourselves as nearly as possible on an 
educational level with the medical profession. We have 
maintained that level as nearly as possible. If this 
alteration were made as suggested, the result would be 
that we would make a retrograde step. There is no 
doubt about it that those interested in colleges did not 
at that time see the very great deal of damage that was 
going to be done to schools. They were loyal to the 
Council. They were ambitious for the profession to be 
raised in status, and they overlooked the fact that the 
percentage of rejections were going to be so numerous. 
As a member of the profession a as a member of the 
Council I do not desire to see our educational examina- 
tion made any less severe than it is at the present time. 
As one interested in the College, I should like to see it 
very much easier, so that the Colleges could be filled 
with students. I can say without doubt that the 
Colleges in Scotland are making little or nothing out of 
their teaching, and I may also say, and be very near the 
truth, that they have in them a little more than half the 
students they used to have since the four years and 
the difficult preliminary examination came into force. 
If this alteration were made by the Council, it would 
be simply a matter of helping those who were suffering 
very severely. The colleges are suffering very severely, 
indeed, but I, tor one, dv not ask the profession to ex- 
tend their sympathy by filling the colleges with inferior 
men. (Hear, hear.) 

The PrestpenT: I think now would be the time to 
read this letter of Prof. McCall’s as bearing on the sub- 
ject, and I will ask Mr. Hil! to read it to you. 

The Secretary: The following is the letter. 


“ Dear Sir, 

As my professional engagements will not permit me to 
attend the meeting of the Council to-murrow, I write 
you to make my apologies, and also to state that if pre- 
sent I would have voted for the alteration of bye-law 52 
as moved by Prof. Dewar. 

I was present at the meeting of Council when it was 
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arranged to advance the educational test to that of the 
then pu he medical, and it was most distinctly under- 
stood that no further advances would be made in that 
direction until the bye-law was revoked. I remember 
hearing it proclaimed—‘ We will not in this matter be 
dragged at the heels of the medical rofession, but [ 
assert that in Scotland we have not on y been ‘ dragged 
at the heels of the medical profession, but for the last 
twelve months the educational test has been ere? 
advanced 25 per cent. as compared with that whic 

existed in 1896. Before voting on this subject, I would 
respectfully suggest that each member of Council will 
call to remembrance what has been the effect of bye- 
law 52, namely, the exclusion: of two-thirds of the stu- 
dents in Scotland, and of the impoverishing of the 
Colleges to the extent that they are not now as teaching 
institutes self-supporting, _ must be closed if relief be 
ot given.—-Lam, yours tru 

Sed.) James McCa..” 


Professor Dewar: Mr. President and gentlemen, I 
am a little disappointed and surprised with the remarks 
which have fallen from some members around this table 
in connection with this motion. I am sure there is no 
one here who wishes to uph ld the preliminary examina- 
tion more than I do, and to say that this motion | have 
brought forward contemplated a retrograde step as far 
as that examination is concerned, is not true. 1 simply 
deny it. There is no intention ot doing that on my 
part. The Scotch Educational Institute is quite willing 
to submit the examination papers to this Board at any 
time, and what I ask for is fair play, and that the 
students be placed on an equality as far as the examina- 
tion is concerned. At present I say they are not. It 
is not fair that we should be asked to send our students 
to England for examination, which was not a thing con- 
templated by this Council when the bye-laws were 
passed, They are quite willing to hold the examina- 
tions as they were held in 1896, and quite willing that 
our students should be examined under it, and I 
think as a matter of fair play the Council are bound todo 
something. 

Mr. Lawson : I would like to ask Professor Dewar 
one question. What is the proportion of students who 
attend the Edinburgh and Glasgow Colleges? Are the 
majority from England and Ireland, or are they all from 
Scotland? You suggest that they would have to come 
from Scotland to England to be examined. Thequestion 
to me is whether the majority do not come from England 
now, [| should like your interpretation of that. 

Prof. Dewar: I cannot tell you the exact proportion 
" of students, or anything like it, but even supposing they 
are coming from Neweastle, to have to come down here 
to pass your examination, and then come up to Scotland, 
would be a hardship, and it would ve very much better 
to pass their examinations whén they came up to the 
Colleges. 

On the motion being put, it was lost. 


Motion By Mr. WarrNapy. 


Mr. Warrnasy: I need hardly remind you that a 
resolution was brought forward by me about 12 months 
ago to carry out this object, that the examination ia 
materia medica, ete., should be of a practical character. 
I believe it was the unanimous wish of this Council 
that that should be so, and the representative of at least 
one school very kindly said that in his establishment 
every facility should be afforded for carrying out the 
examination in a practical way. This has been tried 
and some little difficulty has been found on the part of 
the examiners in carrying it out, inasmuch as the time 
15 minutes, has been considered insufficient. It was 
suggested to this Council by them that this alteration 
should be made—-“ At the oral examination two students 
shall present themselves at the same time, and shall be 


ined for 15 minutes by each examiner.” If this is 
dene onnctly the same number of students will be exam- 
ined by the examiner in the same amount of time, and 
the object desired will be attained. I cannot help feel- 
ing that it must be the wish of this Council that the 
examination should be carried out, as far as ible, 
in a practical way. I know it is the wish of a very 
large number of the leading members of the profession, 
and besides that, you have the wish of the examiners 
themselves. Gentlemen, with such strong evidence in 
support of this resolution, I feel I need hardly aay more. 
I am quite willing to leave it in your hands. [| there- 
fore move: “To alter examination C, clause 2, to read 
as follows : “ Materia medica, practical pharmacy, thera- 
peutics, and toxicology. Written 2 hours, oral 30 
minutes. At the oral examination two students shall 
present themselves at the same time, and shall be exam- 
ined for 15 minutes by each examiner.” 

Mr. Smpson : I have for some long time felt that it 
was necessary for some such alteration to be made in this 
bye-law as affecting the examination, and I have been 
unable to support the proposition which have been 
made by Mr. Wartnaby before, because he had not pro- 
vided for the extension of time in the alteration. But 
now that he has provided for the extension of time in 
the alteration, I have much pleasure in seconding it. 

Prof. McFapyEan : [ should like also to indicate to 
the Council what the effect of this alteration will be if it 
is carried. There was a time when this Council en- 
deavoured to have its examinations conducted on what 
might be called the one man system. ‘That was the time, 
I think, when there was felt to bea necessity for re- 
trenching the expenditure of the corporate body. 
There most certainly was a time, | repeat in response to 
a shake of the head from Mr. Wragg, when the examina- 
tions on particular subjects were conducted by certain 
examiners. The Council after very careful deliberation, 
resolved that that was not a safe system of examination, 
and that the safe examination of a student demands 
that he shall be examined conjointly by two examiners. 
I think it is the desire of this Council that our exam- 
ination shall be conducted in conformity with that prin- 
ciple. ‘I'hey are so conducted, and have been so conduc- 
ted with reference to materia medica. Mr. Wartnaby 
believes that the time allotted to the examination of 
students in materia medica is not sufficient, but does not 
propose that the evil should be removed by the proper 
remedy, which, in my opinion, would be to extend the 
time of the two examiners. He proposes to leave the 
time as before, but the students, instead of being exam- 
ined conjointly, are to be examined separately. Am I 
misrepresenting you, Mr. Wartnaby ? 

Mr. WartNnasBy: Examined in the presence of each 
other, May I explain what I do mean? A man is 
examined for fifteen minutes. Fifteen minutes is given 
to each man for his examination. Two men at that rate 
are examined in 30 minutes. If the two men go in 
together one man has a quarter of an hour at the 
practical work, while the examiner takes the other at 
the oral, When the 15 minutes is up, the man who has 
been doing the oral goes through the practical, and the 
man who has been doing the alot goes under the 
oral, that is, you get the two men in 30 minutes, which 

rot. MCF ADYEAN: It may be stupid on m 
Ido not think Mr. Wartnaby has explained 
student is to be examined the whole time by two 
examiners. 


, Mr. WartnaBy: He is to be examined the whole 
Ime. 


Prof. McFapygean : By two examiner joi 
Mr. WartnaBy: No. 
Prof. McFapygan: I have got a plain answer to a 

plain question. The answer is no. I believe there is 

not a single examiner in any subject who does not main- 
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tain that the time allotted to him by this Council is too 
short. Examiners in pathology think it is too short. 
To be consistent you ought to allow them to do the same 
thing. Has the Council any objection to their going 
into pathology at once? One can be examined by one 
examiner, and another to be simultaneously examined 
by another examiner. It is worth consideration, as it 
would save 50 per cent. of the fees, but you will destroy 
the confidence the students themselves have in the 
examination. I strongly object to the remedy being 
applied in this way. If the time allotted for the test- 
ing of the knowledge of the student in materia medica 
and pharmacy is not enough to extend it without depart- 
ing from the principle that the student shall be examined 
conjointly by two examiners. 

Mr. Mutvey: I think I can explain to Prof. McFady- 
eu what Mr. Wartnaby meant to convey. 

Prof. McFapyYEAn : Itis not necessary, sir, I perfectly 
understand. 

Mr. Mutvey: Allow me to finish—that is, that the 
examiners should put one of the students to work at 
dispensing, and that while he is doing that dispensing 
the two examiners are then examining the other student 
for a quarter of an hour. They can then see the result 
of that work after dispensing, and the other can come on. 

Mr. Wartnaby : I thought that was what I said, Mr. 
President. 

Mr. Barrett: I should like to ask whether anyone 
understands this bye-law, because I must confess I do 


not. “ Muteria medica, practical pharmacy, therapeutics, 


and toxicology. Written, 2 hours ; oral, 30 minutes. At 
the oral examination two students shall present them- 
selves at the same time, and shall be examined for 15 
minutes by each examiner.” That is the point. The 
bye-law ought to read, “That each student shall be 
examined 15 minutes by each examiner.” The real 
English of the expression is this: “At the oral exam- 
ination two students shall present themselves at the same 
time, and two students shall be examined for 15 minutes 
by each examiner.” 

Mr. WartnaBy: I may say that the latter part of 
this motion to which Mr. Barratt takes exception is, I 
‘believe, verbatim, as the examiners themselves requested 
it to be put to this Council. That is my explanation. 

The motion was then put and carried, 5 voting for 
and 3 against. 

Motion sy Mr. Dottar. 

The PresipENT: Mr. Dollar is not present, and his 
motion therefore cannot come one. The motion was as 
follows: “That no person who has nominated a candi- 
date for election to Council shall act as a scrutineer for 
the counting of votes at the next ensuing election of 
members of Council.” 

VorEs oF THANKS. 

Mr. Srmpson: Before we separate there is a small 
detail which, although it comes after the report of the 
examinations is nevertheless a very proper one on this 
occasion. I should like to ask the Council to accord a 
vote of thanks to the principals of the colleges for 
allowing the use of their schools for the examinations. 
Phe Mutvey : I have very great pleasure in seconding 

at. 

The resolution was carried unanimously. 

Mr. Triccer: I beg to move a vote of thanks to our 
new President for the admirable manner in which he has 
conducted our business at this meeting. 

The motion was carried with acclamation. 

The Presipent : Thank you, gentlemen. 


Notice or Morton sy Mr. J. H. Carrer, AND Pror. 
W. O. WILLIAMs. 

That at the quarterly meeting of the Council in 
October, 1899, the Council shall fix the date of the 
Membership examination, to be held during the following 
December, May, and July, and the dates of the quarterly 
meetings of Council to be held during the following 
January, April, and July.” : 

The meeting then terminated. 


JULY EXAMINATIONS IN LONDON. 


At meetings of the Board of Examiners, held on 
and between July 6th, for the Written Examination, 
and July 10th to 13th July for the Orals and Practi- 
cal Examination, the following gentlemen passed 
their final examination, and were admitted Members 
of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons :— 


Mr. A. M. Brodie Mr. J. H. Poles 

* J. Cave R. A. Plunkett 

* H. 8. Elphick L). J. Quinian 
H. W. L. Fernandes D. H. Rait 
J. L. Frood * C. E. Rix 
J. J. Garside C. Roberts 

* W. G. Girtan * A. Robb 
E. A. Hudson ©. M. Sharpe 
G. Lockwood * J.J. B. Tapley 
J. Lee J. M. Tate 

* J. Mclilvenna + G. H. Wooldridge 
J. D. Maguire W. R. Kennedy 
W. R. Neale 8. G. Chellew 

Mr. R. C. Baxter. 


The following passed their Third Examination :— 


Mr. D. A. Aitchison Mr. A. Leaning 
* H. H. Aldred T. E. Mason 
G. H. Broad H. A. Reid 
* P. V. Beatty R. Stokoe 
P. T. B. Bassett C. E. Steel 
* G. H. Barber J. G. Share-Jones 
* J. Chalmers H. Thackeray 
E. Child C. Tyler 
H. Cooper G. Tucker 
* R. J. Collings The Kumar Shir Jethiji 
F. Crossley Mr. L. M. Verney 
* J, A. Dixon * E. J. Wadley 
* E.S. Gillett C. W. Wilson 
H. Greenfield 
* K. Hewlett. 
The following passed their Second Examination: 
* Mr. J. Adamso | Mr. J. Hcbday 
+ J. G. Augwin * H.S. Howard-Jones 
* E. P. Argyle  * H. P. Jones 
* J. R. Baxter  * A, Littlejohn 
* G.S. Bruce | * E.S. Oliver 
W. H. Bradley | * W. T. Olver 
W. H. Chase _ + R. Paine 
J. L. Cooper + $. F.G. Pallin 
D. R. Davis * E. M. Perry 
* W. H. Edwards + T. W. Robards 
H. H. 8. George * R. J. Sargent 
L. G. Gryspeerdt A. G. Saunders 
F. Haigh * ‘W. E. Schofield 
* J. Harrison * E.C. Webb 
* A.W. B. Hodgson * §. J. Young 
T. Hopkin 
The following passed their First Examination :— 
* Mr.S. Dodd Mr. H. Newton. 
C. Foster G. E. Owen 
T. S. Green F. O. Parsons 
* A. Goodall W.C. C. Radcliff 
* J. R. Godbold A. W. V. Sewell 
* H, E. Gibbs C. H. Sheather 
W. N. Jiirgenson P. G. Short 
W. P. Loft G. Sutton 
* L. M. Magee C. W. ‘Townsend 
* G. P. Male * H. X. Turnbull 
* J. O. Muntz W. G. Wragg 


Mr. A. H. Watson. 
Marked thus * passed with 2nd class honours 
” ” t ” » Ist, ” 
ARTHUR Ws. HILL, Seeredary. 
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VETERINARY SOCIETIES. 


VISIT OF THE N.V.A. TO PLYMOUTH. 


By the kind permission of Mr. James H. Keys, printer, 
Plymouth, we are enabled to present to our readers 
several views of places of interest in and near Ply- 
mouth :—- 

Batuine Beacu. This pretty view shows a part of 
Plymouth Harbour that is set aside for bathing, the 
Corporation have provided good bathing accomodation. 
The water enters directly from the sea and is retained 
by sluices at low tide. ’ 

Vixen Tor. Dartmoor is the happy hunting ground 
of the archzologist, there is is no district in the United 
Kingdom so rich in the remains of pre-historic man. 
There are many cromlechs, stone rows, pounds, hut 
circles, etc. Vixen Tor, Dartmoor, we reproduce here 

Tue Morwett Rocks, River Tamar. Upon the 
Devon side of the beautiful Tamar are high wooded 
cliffs known as the Morwell Rocks, four to five hundred 
feet high, the face of the rocks being covered with 

Marine BrotocicaL Laporatory, The Hoe. This 
laboratory is situated on the Hoe, the principal object of 
its mission isthe study of the habits and conditions of 
life of our food fishes, and much excellent work has 
been done in this direction. The lower portion of the 
building is fitted as an aquarium to which the public are 
admitted by payment of a small fee. 

The Hoe is as well known as Plymouth itself, from the 
fact that Sir Francis Drake was playing bowls here 
when the Invincible Armada hove in sight. 


THE CENTRAL VETERINARY MEDICAL 
SOCIETY. 

An Ordinary General Meeting was held on Thursday 
night, the 6th inst., at the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons, 10, Red Lion Square, W.C. Mr. J. Sutcliffe 
Hurndall, the President, occupying the Chair. 

There were present :—Messrs. A. L. Butters, J. Rowe, 
J.K. Bruce. H. Singleton, 8. H. Nye, H .A. MacCormack, 
Major J. A. Nunn, W. E. Taylor, F. O. L. Walpole, R. 
Porch, A. E. Payne, P. W. D. Smith, B. A. Bunn, W. L. 
Harrison, S. H. Slocock, J. Baxter, Major J. Phillips, 
S. Villar, L. Barrett, H. King, W. F. Barrett, W. S. 
Mulvey, and three visitors. 

On the motion of Mr. MacCormack, seconded by Mr. 
i the minutes of preceding meeting were taken as 
read. 

A letter of regret at inability to attend was read from 
Major Moore. 

Mr. HunrTING said he should like to refer to a letter 
which was read at the last meeting and allowed to lie. 
on the table. It was a letter inviting the Central 
Veterinary Medical Society to send a delegate to the 
Veterinary Conference at Southampton in connection 
with the Sanitary Congress to be held there in August. 
He said he thought the Society conld hardly refrain 
from appointing a delegate to attend this Congress when 
questions of public health affecting the veterinary pro- 
ession would be up for discussion, and he would have 
pleasure in moving that Mr. Butters (their worthy 
treasurer) should be asked to represent the Society at 
Southampton. 

This was secunded by Mr. W. E. Taytor, and unani- 
mously carried ; Mr. Burrers intimating that he would 
have no objection to act as delegate. 

It was unanimously agreed that Mr. Butters’ travelling 
expenses should be paid by the Society. 
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The CHAIRMAN then called upon Mr. Hunting to give 


pleasure. 

Mr. HUNTING : 
“anticipate” in reference to the paper. Asa matter of 
fact. I have no paper, only a few notes. I daresay you 
can quite appreciate the difficulty of finding time 


Society. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 
By W. Huntixe, F.R.C.V.S. 


Control of Bovine Tuberculosis,” there is no absolute 
need to begin with first principles. We have 30 years 
experience of State interference with cattle disease, and 
tuberculosis differs from none of these diseases more than 
each differed from another. We have heard it said by 
those opposed to any attempt to control tuberculosis 
that “to make regulations for stamping out tuberculosis 
as were made for dealing with cattle plague and pleuro- 
pneumonia would be foolish and impractible.” This is 
a self-evident truth to those who understand the 
different contagious diseases and the measures necessary 
for control. But it is a misleading statement, and one 
that suggests a falsehood to the general public. The same 
regulations did not apply to cattle plague and to pleuro- 
pneumonia. Quite different measures to either were 
applied to foot and mouth disease, and with success. 

he regulations for rabies and glanders are a variation 
on those four other diseases mentioned, and, of course, 
each disease has some individua’ characteristics which 
require modification of the rules for its extinction. All 
contagious diseases have a common basis upon which 
regulations must depend. All require special measures 


| to detect them, to check their spread and destroy their a 


virus. There is no contagious disease of animals which 
could not be stamped out in this island. There may be 
some which it is not worth while to interfere with, and 
there may be some which would entail a cost quite dis- 
proportionate to the loss they cause. Tuberculosis is in 
neither of these classes. 

Why should a State attempt the control of any con- 
tagious disease? Firstly, I take the answer to be, to save 
national loss, and, next, because the individual cannot 
himself do it. In the days of cattle plague we were 
threatened with the extermination of our herds, and the 
danger was such that one of the principle food products 
of the country was seriously threatened, and the public 
put to great inconvenience. The loss was so great that 
every one in the country who consumed meat suffered 
indirectly. The cattle plague was, therefore, tackled by 
the Government. Regulations were made which inter- 
iered with the individual all over the country—large 
sums were spent in inspection and paid for compensa- 
tion. The result was that in less than two years the 
disease was absolutely stamped out. 

During the short time which it prevailed the country 
lost £5,000,000 of stock, but the cost of stamping out 
was certainly not more than one-twentieth of that. It 
therefore paid the country to take these measures. Hav- 
Ing stamped out cattle plague, pleuro-pneumonia was in- 
cluded in the “Act.” First of all the local authorities 
were supplied with permissive measures—in course of 
time the disease became considerably reduced, and then 
the central authority stepped in, stamped out the few 
remaining cases, and took the credit. 

z Foot and mouth disease was also included in the 
Act.” Permissive measures carried out by local 


authorities were adopted for years. Some one was art- 


less enough to say that the disease had become 
acclimatised to this country and could not be stamped 


his Paper, which they were all anticipating with @ 


I notice that you use the word | 


at a busy season to write a paper at short notice for this J 


THE NEED FOR STATE CONTROL OF BOVINE | 
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out—nearly the same words as the Board of Agriculture 
are now using with regard to swine fever. Fortunately, 
there followed a very extreme prevalence of it and the 
Royal Agricultural Society, having a better knowledge 
of it than the Government Veterinary Department, 
petitioned and agitated for restriction, and stringent 
measures were put in force. I notice in passing that the 
regulations in respect to foot and mouth disease are not 
the same as for pleuro-pneumonia; nor are those 
applying to the latter the same as for cattle plague. 

Rabies is now being rapidly stamped out, and I want 
to ask why it is included in the Contagious Diseases Act. 
We often hear from the Board of Agriculture that their 
business is only with agricultural animals. The danger 
to sheep from dogs affected with rabies would hardly be 
looked upon as sufficient excuse for the measures that 
have been adopted. It is true that the Board has shown 
great common sense in the measures enforced, but they 
are simply and solely in action because of danger to 
human beings. If you accept the argument that a 
disease like rabies should be tackled by the State, you 
must show cause why regulations should not be adopted 
in reference to any other disease dangerous to man. 

Why should the State take the control of tuberculosis ? 
ne reason is because of its danger to men. It is 
a disease that kills more people than any other disease, 
and a large number of cases are undoubtedly due to 
infection from diseased animals. If it is right for the 
Board to stamp out rabies in order to protect men it 
would be equally right for them to attempt to stamp out 
‘tuberculosis. At the present time the reply of Govern- 
ment officials would probably be that there is no 
necessity for the Board of Agriculture to pass measures 
for the protection of man because the Local Govern- 
ment Board have instituted measures which look after 
infected meat and milk. My reply is that they have 
gone the longest way round to achieve their end, and 
that no certainty accompanies their action. The right 
way is to go tothe source. The only logical way to pro- 
tect man against infection from cattle is to stamp out 
the disease in the animals themselves—not try fiddling 
with meat and :milk, with reference to which a whole 
army of inspectors would be required to do any good. 
There would be no difficulty in the Board of Agriculture 
controlling it at its source. Cattle plague was brought 
under regulation by Government owing to the national 
loss it threatened. Now the national loss of cattle from 
tuberculosis is very great. I will not go into details, 
but surely the number which die of the disease is suffi- 
cient in itself to make it worth while to control. I don’t 
want to be political, but [cannot help this little allusion. 
The Government seems to be extremely fond of class 
legislation. A little for the parson, a little for the land- 
lord and anyone else you can get votes from. I want to 
suggest that the present law is a piece of negative class 
legislation. The only two persons affected by the law 
are the butcher and the milkman. Now these two 
classes are absolutely at the mercy of the agriculturist— 
the breeder and feeder of the animals. They have to 
buy their animals from these men. The law offers them 
no protection whatever. They have no other source 
from which they can get their cattle, and the farmer can 
go on propagating tuberculosis amongst his stock and 
not be in any way a sufferer thereby. The law lets offa 
man who is primarily responsible for the spread of the 
disease and fines the two wretched individuals who can- 
not carry on their business without buying diseased 
cattle. I think there is an argument which ought to 
appeal to the agriculturist. You will remember that 
eel oe neared only a few years ago was paid very 
ittle attention to. Pedigree men and landowners (who 
constitute the Royal Agricultural Society) paid very 
little attention to the small tenant farmers so long as 
their own toes were not trodden on. But the time came 
when foreign countries who had been giving large 


prices for pedigree stock made up their minds that this 
island should nu longer infect their countries. These 
other nations said: “ We have had enough of this. In 
future no animal shall be imported into our country from 
England unless it comes from a district where pleuro- 
pneumonia has not existed for some time.” Those in 
authority immediately wakened up to the fict that this 
would seriously affect the country, and were very anxious 
about the interests of the “small tenant farmer” all of 
a sudden. The Government thought votes would be 
lost if something were not done and prompt measures 
were taken, so that out of evil came good. Bearing that 
little history in mind, could we not anticipate something 
of the same sort with regard to tuberculosis? Many 
countries have now blocked the entrance of tuberculous 
cattle into their borders by requiring the tuberculin test 
to be applied, although that test applied to an animal 
just landed is very uncertain. If breeding in this coun- 
try is to pay any more it is only the best animals that 
will be bred. If a man breeds pedigree stock he can get 
a long price from foreigners. Surely he will assist in 
stamping out tuberculosis if he sees by so doing that he 
will have an unrestricted trade all over the world. 

That there is a present need for State interference 
with tuberculosis is demonstrated by every argument 
that applied to the other diseases scheduled in the 
Diseases of Animals Act. There are difficulties, of 
course, but these may be overcome. Because they exist 
is surely no argument for not dealing with them. There 
were difficulties to be faced with these other diseases, 
and when they were properly tackled they went down 
before the regulations in a very short time. It occurs to 
me that the Board of Agriculture are so sick of their 
failure in connection with swine fever that they are not 
keen on tackling other diseases. As soon as they put 
necessary restrictions upon any district the Member of 
Parliament for that district is approached by the farmers 
etc., and he goes to the Board of Agriculture and com- 
a so the Board withdraws the restrictions. What 

appens then. The disease immediately begins to spread 
again and the district is very soon as bad as ever. I 
can’t understand how Parliament tolerates a governing 
department which acts in such a manner as the Board of 
Agriculture. One dangerous disease they ignore because 
they are afraid to touch it, and on the other they spend 
£150,000 a year and get no further in its control because 
they fail to enforce what they know is right. 

The difficulties in the control of tuberculosis have, I 
think, been grossly exaggerated. Not long ago a Royal 
Commission was held to inquire into the danger to man 
from tuberculosis. The first witness who was called was 
the Secretary of the Board of Agriculture, and he assumed 
that the stamping out or the control of tuberculosis 
would necessitate the slaughter of every animal that re- 
acted to tuberculin—an assumption for which he had no 
ground whatever. No responsible person has ever made 
such a suggestion. He was put up to say that it would 
cost about £2,000,000 a year to stamp it out. This is 
nothing but a bogey to frighten people. 

A little while ago the President of the Board told a 
meeting of farmers that there was “ insufficient scientific 
basis for the formation of any regulations for the control 
of tuberculosis.” They did not wait for “a scientific 
basis” for pleuro-pneumonia, cattle plague, etc. There 
is, I venture to say, no disease known in which a larger 
scientific basis exists for stamping out and control than 
tuberculosis. We not only know it is a contagious 
disease, but we know exactly the cause, have traced the 
bacilli, know exactly how it grows and spreads, we can 
recognise the disease in every stage—and yet the Presi- 
dent of the Board of Agriculture has the audacity to say 
that there is “insufficient scientific basis for the forma- 
tion of any regulations for the control of tuberculosis.” I 
say that a more incorrect statement never was made. 
Then I was utterly astonished to read in the very first 
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lines of an article by a man for whom I have the greatest 
respect—Professor M’Fadyean—that the more we know 
of the disease, the more we note its prevalence and the 
difficulty of dealing with such a widespread malady. 
What should we think of a man who had a field full 
of thistles, and said, “there are so many [ must wait 
awhile until they are only a few, and I will then get rid 
of them.” Fancy using such an argument—that because 
of the great prevalence of an evil it is no good doing any- 
thing. 
Then with regard to the enormous cost theory. This 
depends entirely upon what Measures are adopted. If 
you try, as they did in Belgium and Massachusetts to 
attack the disease by tuberculin and slaughter it would 
be an enormous cost. The cost of any rational attempt 
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ported unanimously in favour of taking control of tuber- 
culosis. In those days Sir George Brown was at the 
head of the Board of Agriculture. He had made his 
name but hedid not want to run any risks. He recog- 
nised the difficulties in the way and stated them ably and 
well. The one he dwelt on most was the inability of the 
veterinary profession to diagnose the disease. At the 
International Congress in London on Tuberculosi 

Professor Burden Sanderson referred to the control o 

the disease in animals and that was the only reason he 
could adduce for doing nothing—the impossibility of 
diagnosing the majority of cases. If there were an 

other reasons why were they not produced then? This 
was a good reason in those days, and it was quite enough 
to block any action. It saved Professor Sanderson from 


would not at any rate be greater than that incurred for 
swine fever, and if considered right for this disease would 
be ten times more desirable for tuberculosis. If swine 
fever cost £150,000 a year you might add another cypher 
and then it would not be too much to pay for the exter- 
mination of tuberculosis. 

We are told that the agriculturists have not asked for 
protection against tuberculosis. When did they ask for 
protection against any disease? Did the agriculturist 
ask for protection against cattle plague. Not at all. 
They knew nothing about it. Mr. Cope and Major 
Tennant both say if swire fever is to be controlled very 
much more restrictive measures must be enforced, and 
they go on to say it will then become a question whether 
the owners of pigs will put up with the restrictions. 
The British Government enforces law and pays money 
because it wishes to put a stop to a national loss and not 
because pig-owners are willing to accept it. I would 
suggest that it is an entirely vicious argument that the 
agriculturist does not want control because he has not 
asked for it. He must not be the sole judge of what 
restrictions he will put up with. Suppose he had been 
consulted during the cattle plague—how much cattle 
would have been left in this country? Farmers would 
object to restrictions for tuberculosis weare told. , So did 
the dog owners to _ restrictions for rabies. . Long 
ignored them utterly. What is good for the dog owner 
is good for the cattle owner, and if either won’t stand 
restriction Mr. Long should make him. 
told that probably local authorities would not co-operate. 


encouraging the Government to make a step forward, 
and it saved Sir George Brown from initiating anything 
which might not have been a success. Now we have 
tuberculin there should be no difficulty. The old objec- 
tion of ten years ago has been removed, but still nothing 
is done. Objection has to be found in other directions 
now. 
These are the reasons that I offer you for my belief 
that there is need in this country for some legislative 
attempt at the control of tubercu osis. I —, that 
the disease should be scheduled inthe Diseases of Animals 
Act for the purposes of—compulsory inspection ; for the 
regulation of the movements of infected cattle ; for the 
slaughter of diseased animals ; and for the payment of 
compensation. The only argument against this that I 
have heard is—“ What do you think you are going to do 
by this ’—You propose to slaughter all the visibly in- 
fected animals and oat the others, how much further 
will you get? Professor Bang went a long way further. 
He separated all those that reacted to tuberculin. He 
repeated this every year for five years, and at the end of 
that time he “still had tuberculosis in the herd.” Five 


years, gentlemen, is not a long time in which to stamp out 
such a disease. If we were to do it in 15 we ought to be well 
pleased. And it does not at all follow that we should do: 
nothing with the large number of animals which have the 
disease in them but are not visibly affected. I believe 
that there are, as in glanders, hundreds and hundreds of 
hen we are | cases infected, but non-infective to other animals. There 


c t is not the danger from the case which has a few nodules- 
This is like the “wolf and the lamb.” The local authori- 


ties have done all that has heen done 
Some 80 private Bills have been introduced into Parlia- 
ment to control and do something for the protection of 


rl- | on the lungs or the liver. The animal which is danger- 
for tuberculosis. | ous and spreads the disease is the one visibly affected. 


These are the animals which are dangerous to other 


é : animals. If we caught all these there would be an im- 
man against tuberculosis. All that has been done has ‘ 


been initiated by local authorities. The Central Authority 
has obstructed, dune nothing itself, and then said there 
was insufficient scientific. basis for action. 


or of drawing wrong conclusions, I think it may be con- 
sidered as established that the co 4 


mense decline of infection. 


What precedent have we Jor State Control? There are 


no two diseases so much alike as glanders and _tuber- 
culosis. he British Army was reeking with glanders. 
some 40 years ago. They did nothing but slaughter the 
clinically affected, and they stamped the disease out. 


there is a great analogy between the two diseases,. 


Tare would there not be a li incti is i 
agriculture, as well as to do Justice to the butcher and 


airyman. I suggest that the control of the disease is 


quite possible, quite as possible as to control glanders 
Slandere I contend has been 


( 
I have no doubt that had there been no regulations re- | t 
garding same we should have nearly as much now as 


we had 20 years ago. It is not merely the education of 
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suppression of dise i is i 
such as this. But it has been the 


we slaughtered the clinically detected cases % I feel sure 
= course —— have a great effect in reducing the: 

isease at a small cost, and in educati t , 
tremendously controlled. It coul 


{ d be developed gradually, as was similar legisla- 
ion. 


Discussion. 
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matter. No doubt Mr. Hunting will not be surprised 
to learn the crass ignorance of the medical profession pre- 
sent at that meeting as to the seriousness of the disease 
in connection with the human subject. From that day 
forward, I have been re in my quiet way to in- 
fluence any members of the medical profession I have come 
across. I don’t think, however, that Mr. Hunting went 
quite far enough. Were tuberculosis (which I have al- 
ways described as a bovine disease) stamped out from 
our herds it would gradually die out in the human race. 


more deaths than any other disease, and I think he might 
almost add than all the others put together. That was a 
fact which he emphasised in the first place, and I was 
more than glad to hear him do so. I venture to think 
that if this Society is instrumental, as I hope it may be, 
in drawing the attention of the public authorities to this 


go forth to the world at large, so far as it comes in con- 
tact with our views, that we have been doing our best to 
combat a disease which has a very dire effect on the 
human race at large. 

Mr. Barrett: The subject which has been brought 
forward by Mr. Hunting is one of vast importance. 
‘Strange to say, | am for the most part in accord with 
Mr. Hunting’s views—it is not always so. Now, he pro- 
ceeded to complain, and perhaps very rightly so, that the 
Board of Agriculture were loth to take measures with 
regard’ to the stamping out of this disease. Especially 
did he attack Sir George Brown, who was at the head of 
the Board ten years ago. I would submit, however, that 
he was extremely illogical in his remarks here. He first 
.of all described Sir George Brown as clever and diplo- 
matic, and then proceeded to complain very much be- 
cause he did not take certain measures ten years ago. 
a afterwards, however, he stated that there 
were difficulties in the way at that time. Had tuberculin 
been discovered then a very different tale would pro- 
bably have to be told, and it is my opinion that it was 
the difficulty of diagnosing the cases and that alone 
which made Professor Brown object to deal with the 
disease ; and from a commercial standpoint was he not 
justified in the action he took, and the advice he gave ? 
If he were at the head of theBoard of Agriculture to-day 
he would possess more knowledge of the disease, and 
would probably advise that tuberculosis should be 
‘scheduled. Iam bound to say that with regard to this 
point that Mr. Hunting appeared illogical. I quite agree 
with his remarks respecting agriculturists. I remember 
some years ago when foot and mouth disease was rife 
there was widespread ignorance and apathy. It was an 


impossibility to convince agriculturists that the disease 
was due to a specific germ, and this remark applied | 
—_ to the cattle plague, etc. 

With regard to local authorities, it is well known that | 
these are often very jealous of one another, and hold 
very different views in various districts. In one district 
they may unanimously agree that a disease should be 
suppressed, while in the adjoining district the local 


see no reason why legislative measures should not be 
adopted, and the local authorities compelled to carry 
them out. Surely there should be no difficulty in them 
acting in harmony if controlled by a central authority. 
It is possible in other institutions in the country. 

here is one other matter—Mr. Hunting thinks that it 
would meet the case if the disease were scheduled, but it 
1S a question in my mind whether tuberculosis could be | 


controlled by the measures he advocates. Unless we | 


-are going to compel the use of tuberculin we shall do. 


very little by mere slaughtering and isolation. We 
know, of course, perfectly well that the disease is capable 
of being controlled. Tuberculosis is a disease which is 
more likely to spread than glanders, and if it is to be 


dealt with at all it must be dealt with thoroughly. In 


my opinion it is no use scheduling it unless you compel 
the use of tuberculin, and this should be done at the ex- 
nse of the State. It is not fair to the farmer to make 

im snbmit his animals to the tuberculin test unless 
there is some system of compensation. What I say is 
make the injection of tuberculin compulsory, and pay 
for it out of the imperial exchequer. The question of 
notification is beset with many difficulties—how is the 
farmer to know that his cow, for instance, is suffering 
from tuberculosis? Would it be right for infected 
animals to be kept in his stable until he himself dis- 
covered that they were suffering from tuberculos? With 
regard to the slaughter of diseased animals, Mr. H. drew 
an analogy between glanders and tuberculosis, but I hold 
that this analogy does not exist. When a horse gets 
glanders it is most always seated in the mucous mem- 
brane of the nose. I submit that that the disease is 
altogether different from glanders. Glanders mostly 
manifests itself by definite symptums. Tuberculosis, on 
the other hand, is generally seated in the lungs, and is 
not readily detected. Before the dairyman was unable 
to tell when he had a case of tuberculosis the diseased 
animal would be able to infect the whole herd. i 

There are no other points I wish to touch cn. I sin- 
cerely thank Mr. Hunting for his essay—anything from 
him 1s always interesting. He has had a vast experience 
with glanders, but I would ask, is his experience of 
tuberculosis sufficient to enable him to say what he has 
said? It is a matter of opinion whether the use of 
tuberculin would eradicate it, but whatever measures 
are adopted to stamp out the disease I believe they 
should be at the expense of the State 

Mr. Stocock : I quite agree with Mr. Hunting that 
this disease should be scheduled, and think very stron 
reasons for this being done have been brought forwa 
to-night. With the use of tuberculin there should be 
no difficulty in detecting which animals have, and which 
have not, the disease. As regards loca] authorities it has 
always struck me that there are local authorities and 
local authorities. Some carry out the regulations 
thoroughly, whilst others simply shelve them. I think 
it would a much more effective if the different orders 
issued by the Board of Agricuiture gave instructions 
that the “local authority shal/” instead of may, comply 
with the Order. You will remember that when the first 
Rabies Order came out the London County Council 
declined to enforce it, but the Board of Agriculture carried 
out the regulations and charged the costs, and I think it 
was found that it was much less expensive for local 
authorities to do their duty than have it done for them. 
The restrictions put upon dogs has worked wonders. 
The restrictions of the Board of Agriculture undoubtedly 
suppressed pleuro-pneumonia. Each disease requires 
special restrictions. The restrictions existing at the pre- 
sent time with regard to swine fever were brought about 
by the agriculturist, they have failed, and the reason for 
failure is known. 

Major Nunn: I think every member of the veterinary 
profession must be at oneas to the necessity for legisla- 
tion on this subject, that is from a national point of 
view. As Mr. Hunting has said it isa difficult thing to 
make the agriculturist grasp the situation. It seems 
that we have to drive into them measures which are for 
their own good. Mr. Hunting referred to what he called 
the “epidemic” of pleuro-pneumonia, and after mention- 
ing how the stockowners ultimately awoke to their 
danger, used the expression that “ out of evil came good.” 
He seems to take a somewhat despondent view of the 
matter. I am afraid that I look at it from a somewhat 
selfish point of view, as it appears to me that “out of 
evil came good” to the veterinary profession. A good 
deal of tinkering with this disease will no doubt go on 
as with other diseases in times past. Success in combat- 
ing them was one of the things that greatly raised the 
status of the veterinary profession. Thus although the 
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increase of tuberculosis would be an evil, good might 
come out of it to the veterinary profession as the public 
would look to them to do something for their protection. 
In the time of peace the soldier is not wanted, but when 
war breaks out people are running about everywhere try- 
ing to find him. 4 

Mr. Exrutck : I am sorry that I missed the earlier 
part of Mr. Hunting’s address. The eradication of this 
disease isa very difficult problem. There is no doubt that 
tuberculosis is one of the greatest enemies which men 
and the bovine species have to face, and the best thing is 
to treat it as we should ‘any other enemy. At all 
costs it must be stamped’ out. Let us recognise it as 
our greatest enemy and as a contagious disease. Then I 
think we should have compulsory notification, also iso- 
lation, and where the disease is found to exist, the free 
use of tuberculin, which should be supplied by the 
Government free of cost, but only to veterinary surgeons, 
not to laymen. In advanced cases of tuberculosis there 
should be power to destroy. I think if regulations 
were carried out for eight or ten years great reduction of 
disease would result, the government would know 
exactly the chief centres of infection, and it would be an 
easy matter for them then to actively stamp out the 
disease altogether. 

Major Partiirps: [ am very much obliged to Mr. 
Hunting for his admirable address on tuberculosis, and I 
fully agree with him that the disease ought to be stamp- 
ed out. I do not think, however, that he went far 
enough. It seems to bethat the tuberculin test is what 
is necessary to be enforced. As to the ways and means 
of enforcing it, that is not for us to settle here. There 
seems to be two opinions put forth this evening regard- 
ing tuberculosis and glanders—on one hand glanders is 
held as being seated in the lungs, and on the other in 
the head. In my own experience it generally appears to 
have been seated in the lungs. Tuberculosis, of course, 
is not confined to any particular organ, although more 
generally spoken of as a disease of the lungs. 

The CHatrMan : If noone else wishes to speak on the 
subject [ will call upon Mr. Hunting for his a rey 

Mr. Huntine: [ am not altogether disappointed that 
so few have taken part in the discussion, because I take 
it that you all practically agree with me, and therefore 
do not think it necessary to repeat the statements made. 
(Hear, hear). This of course does not apply to Mr. 
Barrett. I think he said that my observations regarding 
Sir George Brown suggested [ had very little respect for 
that gentleman. _[ must disabuse his mind. I have every 
— for Sir George Brown who is a scientist and a 
diplomatist of the highest order. All I said to his dis- 
advantage was that he was an over-cautious man, that he 
did not care to take upon himself more responsibility 
than he was obliged to do. . Mr. Barrett tries to excuse 
his inaction by stating that nothing was known about 
tuberculin then. If we had always followed this line of 
waiting until our knowledge was perfect, cattle plague 
and the other diseases mentioned would never have been 
tackled, and would have been allowed to run riot while 
we were busy investigating them. I am ag reat believer 
in “investigation,” but think that when we have got 
hold of the main principles of a disease we may safely act 
without waiting for those days when our knowledge 
shall be perfect. What was known in those days. We 
knew the disease was contagious. Koch had discovered 
the bacillus, and as much was known practically as is 
known to-day. That being the case I hold that Pro- 
fessor Brown was over-cautious ten years ago. The 
Departmental Committee carefully pointed out that all 
they wanted was a clear case of disease which anybody 
could see. Now the argument was strong for this reason 
-—they knew very well that for every one visibly 
diseased there were perhaps half-a dozen infected but 
not visibly diseased. [ admit that had stringent 
measures been adopted then we should still probabl 
have the disease, but, without doubt, very much less of 
“ n. ~~ can reduce the disease by half it is worth 
while taking action. It has been said that local authori- 


ties differ in carrying out permissive measures and there 
is great want of uniformity. I think, gentlemen, that if 
there are two diseases more specially designed for the 
action of local authorities and not the Central Authority, 
they are glanders and tuberculosis. With tuberculosis 
you would not kill all the animals that are infected—the 
cost would be enormous if you did so, and the reduction 
of our herds would be so great that no one in his senses: 
would suggest such a thing. When either of these 
diseases occurs in a stable, or in a herd, they must be dealt. 
with on the spot as they come under notice. You 
might have to go to a glandered stable once a month, or 
toa tuberculous herd once in two or three months, Both 
are, I think, better treated by the local authority, if only 
the law is made sufficiently strong. As has been sug- 
gested if the Orders issued by the Board said “shall” 
instead of “may” it would be very much better. Mr. 
Barrett thinks that the suggested measures would do 
little good. Probably he means by this that the disease 
would not be exterminated. I think, however, that it 
would be so controlled by the measures suggested that 
in the course of a few years, when people understand 
more about it, it would be comparatively easy for Cen- 
tral Authority to screw up the law a little tighter. This 
is not without precedent. Pleuro-pneumonia was first 
dealt with by the local authorities and aftewards taken 
over by the Central Authority. 

The compulsory use cf tuberculin is suggested. I believe 
it has been estimated that this would cost about a 
million a year, and it is not, therefore, likely that this 
measure will be adopted. If it was not for the tre- 
mendous cost it would doubtless be a very good thing to 
adopt it. I should be quite prepared to agree that we 
have a gratuitous and voluntary test—that if any owner 
of stock applied to government to have them tested, this 
should be done, the owner giving a guarantee for the 
proper isolation of those that reacted. Mr. Barrett 
thought that notification and some other measures | 
suggested were not quite the thing, and he asked how 
the farmer should recognise the disease. Well, you can 
answer that by another question—how did the farmer 
recognise pleuro-pneumonia, how did the horseowner re- 
cognise glanders, and how the dog owner rabies ? The 
farmer is placed in no more difficult a position than the 
others mentioned. We know perfectly well that pleuro- 
pneumonia was not always diagnosed. The law makes 
some allowance for a man’s ignorance, but it requires 
vbedience. Precisely the same argument was applicable 
to the nine other diseases which have been in the 
“Act” during 30 years, and yet is offered now as an 
objection against notification of tuberculosis. On the 
question of the analogy between glanders and_tuber- 
culosis, I venture to say that there are no two diseases 
which are more analagous than these. Everybody knows 
—-except Mr. Barrett—that 999 cases of glanders ont of 
every 1000 exist in the lungs before they appear in the 
head. You can make scores of post mortems and find 
nodules in the lungs, but nothing in the head. The bacilli of 
tuberculosis and glanders are very much alike—morpho- 
logically and in their behaviour. Both are able to pro- 
duce agents—mallein and tuberculin. The two diseases 
have a long period of latency. Both of them spread by 
the bacillus passing from the infected animal to the 
system of the healthy. Pathologists have recognised 
that glanders, tuberculosis and leprosy depend upon a 
er order of bacillus, and yet Mr. Barrett fails to see 
the analogy between the two diseases. 

Major Phillips thought I did not go far enough. I 
should like to go further than I suggested, but have not 
done so because I do not want to set up any unnecessary 
opposition to the regulations. The disease is a difficult 


one to face, and there is undoubtedly a need for stringent 
regulations. 


A vote of thanks, proposed by Maj Philliy d 
Major Phillips, an 

seconded by Mr. Slocock, was unanimously apesvaed Mr 

Hunting for his most interesting address, the meeting 

terminating with a vote of thanks to the Chairman. 
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